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Sharonville Elementary
students are excited about
books they selected from
the Princeton City Schools
Mobile Book Center.

Driving literacy
Princeton educators lead student
success with mobile book center p12
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Driving literacy
PRINCETON EDUCATORS LEAD STUDENT
SUCCESS WITH MOBILE BOOK CENTER
On a sunlit February morning, Ronda Drapeau’s first-grade
class boards the Princeton City Schools Mobile Book Center
for the first time. For the eager young readers at Sharonville
Elementary School, the mobile library is a wonderland of
possibility.
Inside the brightly painted bus, bookshelves lined with colorful
books and cozy reading nooks invite students to find a favorite
and settle in.
The result of educator-led efforts to instill a lifelong love of
reading, the Princeton Mobile Book Center (PMBC) brings
literacy to students and the community at events throughout the
school year and through regular stops in local neighborhoods
during summer months.

F

or Sharonville’s educators, fostering literacy at an early
age is essential in a highly diverse school in which more
than one third of students are English Language Learners
and more than 22 languages are spoken.
“We take kids where they are—as a student, as a learner,
as a reader—and we accept the challenge of caring for them
and giving them every opportunity to succeed,” Principal Kasi
Jordan said.
“The true payoff of Princeton’s Mobile Book Center is the
‘wow’ we see in our students,” Jordan said. “Kids experience
the joy and fun of reading. And it offers them an escape into
stories and imagination that inspires them to grow as learners
and readers.”
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The idea for the mobile book center originated in
2012, when Library Media Specialists Amy Price and
Tricia Roddy initiated a summer outreach program for
Sharonville students. They recognized that although
the area had a great public library, the Cincinnati Public
Library, its location made it inaccessible for students
who lacked transportation to visit during the summer.
“We were talking one evening about the need for
an inclusive program for our district and agreed that a
book mobile would fulfill the need we had to get books
into our communities,” Price said.
“We ask kids to come to us for nine months of the
year,” she said. “We decided we needed to go to our
kids during the summer.”
Books were available at the school and not being
used when school wasn’t in session and they knew
there were students who could benefit from extra
support, said Roddy, now the district’s Director of
Communications.
“Sharonville has a high English Language
Learner population and we wanted to offer guided
opportunities and support year-round,” Roddy said.
Joined by a dozen or so Sharonville Elementary
colleagues, Price and Roddy loaded crates of books into
cars and set out to visit surrounding neighborhoods.
The program started small—focusing on one or two
apartment complexes—but quickly grew as the teachers
recognized that the need for such a program was great
and the response from the kids was so positive.
During those early stops, teachers and other
volunteers would spread blankets on the ground, sit
under the trees, play educational games, and read books
with students.
The visits helped teachers to close developmental
and achievement gaps, ensured that students were
becoming strong readers, and offered easy access to
technology and materials. The summer stops also
built a foundation of increased student and parent
engagement, and positive teacher, district, and
community relationships.
At one of the first stops, an entire family came and
spent time sitting on a blanket reading.
“That day, those kids were completely engaged
with their parents as they read together,” Price said.
“Offering opportunities for these connections for our
kids and their families is so important.”
On February 2, 2017, Roddy stood in front of a bus
that First Student, Inc. had just donated to Princeton
City Schools in honor of Superintendent
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District Library Media Specialist Amy Price helps Sharonville students’ select books to take home.
A’Mya Ford finds a comfortable seat to read on the bus.
Tricia Roddy, Director of Communication, greets Nora Webbink, a frequent visitor to the Mobile Book Center
Students look for non-fiction books to borrow for an unlimited time from the PMBC.
Second grade teacher Jenny Powers helps students Kany Diouf, Hannah Scott, and Bakari Jones-Heard find books to read.
Student Addison Marksbury is happy to check out Anansi The Spider.

Dr. Thomas S. Woods-Tucker who had been named
National Superintendent of the Year in 2016.
Earlier that morning, she had learned about the
Scripps Family Literacy Grant, an early literacy grant
available from a partnership including the Scripps Howard
Foundation, WCPO 9 On Your Side, Greater Cincinnati
Foundation, and the Duke Energy Foundation. The grant
was a perfect fit for the Princeton educators’ mission to
create equity across the district through focusing on early
literacy, eliminating summer slide, and making sure kids
had access to books year-round.
Price and Roddy wrote a grant proposal right away.
In mid-April, they received word that they had been
successful. Two months later, with $100,000 in funding,
a vehicle, materials, staff, and volunteers, Princeton’s
“Driving Literacy Home” program was up and running.
Using materials donated by corporate partners,
Princeton’s maintenance staff transformed the bus
into a bookmobile—removing interior seats, building
bookshelves, reading areas and storage spaces, and
installing lighting and wireless technology. The exterior
became a vivid mural with trees, books, a school mascot,
and even Otis, a well-known book character created by
author and illustrator Loren Long.
The Princeton City Schools Thomas S. Woods-Tucker,
Ph.D. Mobile Book Center made 13 stops five days a week
during that summer. Because work continued on the
bookmobile, volunteers were ready with boxes of books in
the trunks of their cars so that stops wouldn’t be missed.
As it makes its way to area recreation centers, apartment
complexes, elementary schools, shopping centers,
community events, and festivals, the PMBC relies on a
dedicated group that includes two program managers, two
daily operations specialists, and a bus driver.

“We lean on the hard work of teaching staff at all levels,
paraprofessionals, maintenance staff, and administrators,”
Price said. Our staff, our principals, Superintendent Tom
Burton, our community, and corporate volunteers and
partners have been so supportive. Our program wouldn’t
be the same without their belief and passion.”
During a typical stop, visitors to the PMBC participate in
story time and one-on-one reading time, play educational
games, have summer workbook checks, enjoy snacks, use
Virtual Reality Readers, and, of course, check out books.
For Price and Roddy, making sure students have
exposure to printed books is an important part of the PMBC
program.
“Our bookmobile helps underscore the importance of
the school library.” Price said. “It’s a safe, welcoming place
for all that creates a positive feeling toward books and sets
the tone for a child’s desire to learn and read.”
Roddy, who has fond memories of the bookmobile she
visited as a child, wants Princeton students to have the
same experience. To that end, there is no time limit for how
long a student can keep a book. “We’d rather lose a book
than a reader,” Roddy said.
Interactions with teacher volunteers—who play reading
games, read aloud using different voices and emotions,
ask questions about the text, book-talk diverse literature,
and act out scenes from stories—help improve students’
enjoyment of books, increase their reading skills, and model
reading activities for parents.
“Modeling best practices to vulnerable populations of
English Learner families and families in poverty, we have
improved literacy skills and school-readiness,” Roddy said.
More than 2,500 kids visited the mobile book center in
2017. Students in one first grade class retained 73 percent of
their collective reading knowledge after using the mobile
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Coach Tish Jones,
checks out the books of
two students who found
identical titles to borrow.
The students planned to
read the books together.

Sharonville
Principal
Kasi Jordan
and Princeton
Superintendent
Tom Burton visit with
students in the Princeton
Mobile Book Center.

book center for a summer, a retention rate 50 percent higher
than that of most other first grade classes scored an average
of 23 percent retention.
“You can’t quantify the power of Princeton teachers
coming to our kids’ neighborhoods,” said Price. “Our
program gives students and teachers an opportunity to
work together, laugh together, learn together, do summer
reading and workbook exercises together, play educational
games together—It’s building community for us which is
really important.
“We can measure test scores, but it’s the connection with
our kids and families that matters. It’s showing them that
we care about them and that we will come to them.”
Roddy agreed, saying that the most important part of the
program is fostering positive relationships and cultivating
confidence in parents as educational partners.
“How has the experience changed their ideas of what
they can do, of what is possible? Roddy said. “Where will
this take them?”
Since June 2017, 11,014 visitors have borrowed 18,635
books, with 11,548 books returned.
Through its Mobile Book Center, Princeton Schools have
also offered 126 outreach opportunities with Virtual Reality
Readers, reaching 4,438 students.
Working in partnership with Princeton Board of
Education Member Susan Wyder (a retired Princeton
teacher), local churches, Southwest Charities Partnerships,
and other organizations, the Mobile Book Center has
delivered much-needed clothing, food, and other resources
to the community it serves.
Price and Roddy are at work completing applications for
grant funding that would allow the district to focus more
on early childhood and literacy and to add a van that could
make additional stops to support the Mobile Book Center.
In the future, the district would like to offer “lobby stops”
at local groceries and retailers, support new opportunities
for learning at after-school tutoring sessions, and have the
capacity to deliver additional necessities to area families.
As they prepare to expand their program, Price and
Roddy recall a stop that underscores the importance of
Princeton’s efforts.
During a visit last summer, PMBC volunteers met a mom
and her family of three young children who had just moved
into a mobile home across the street.
“They had nothing and were in need of any assistance
they could get,” Price said. “We were able to connect her
with Princeton resources to make sure her family was
established in a new community.”
“We literally showed up at her doorstep, and that’s what
this work is about—reaching out, and making sure kids and
families know we’re here for them,” Roddy said.
“It’s amazing when you pull up in the community¬—
even on a day we are not scheduled to be there but show up
to give out clothing or meals—and the kids come running
with their books, ready to return them and get new ones,”
she said. “It doesn’t matter why we are there, they know us
and trust us, and it’s built great relationships.”
If you’d like to donate books or volunteer, contact
Amy Price at aprice@vikingmail.org, or Tricia Roddy at
troddy@vikingmail.org.

OhioSchools

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
PLEASE DELIVER NO LATER THAN APRIL 9

Takhmina Alimdjanova
searches for a
beginning chapter
book.

Second grade
students are all
smiles as they
search for books
on the Princeton
Mobile Book
Center.

