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PREPARED FOR COLLEGE, CAREER, AND LIFE SUCCESS!
DEAR PRINCETON FAMILIES AND
RESIDENTS,
We are taking a moment with this Quality Report
to reflect on all the accomplishments of our
students, staff, and community during the 2020-21 school
year.
Within this brief report, you’ll see evidence of our Princeton
Advantage. Click the QR code below and you will be taken
to our website showcasing our students achieving success
in academics, athletics, the arts, and our staff members
providing high-quality instruction that prepares our students
for their futures. We also highlight the importance of our
community as an extension of our campus, supporting
students and families throughout a historic year.
Princeton City Schools is proud of our five elementary Hall
of Fame Schools and for being nationally recognized as part
of the League of Innovative Schools. The State of Ohio has
named five of our schools as Purple Star Schools, based on
our evidence of supporting military families. We offer many
extracurricular opportunities to our students to provide a
well-rounded, world-class education. Rigorous academics
prepare each student to be a critical thinker and problemsolver, ready to compete on a global scale to lead in today’s
world.
The engagement of our students and families has also
grown tremendously over the last year. We see ourselves
as partners in each child’s education. When students and
families meaningfully engage in their own learning process,
growth is limitless! Data-based results are already reflecting
exponential growth in many of our students, thanks to
increased engagement.
Lastly, I would be remiss not to mention the impact our
community and business partners have on the district’s ability
to deliver the quality of education and services expected
at Princeton City Schools. From donating funds to offering
internship opportunities, to sharing experiences and time
directly with students — our schools continue to benefit from
the generosity of our community.
Thank you to each of you for continuing to support Princeton
City Schools. We remain focused on our mission to empower
each student for college, career, and life success.
Sincerely,

Tom Burton

Use your smart phone
to take a photo, or use
a QR reader app, to visit
the district website for
a more comprehensive
financial report.

Princeton offers advanced studies programs designed to rigorously challenge each student by
using an internationally recognized program and college-level content. Students choose from a
variety of pathways and options for personalized learning. A detailed overview of each program
is available in POLARIS (www.princetonschools.net/Page/630).
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM (IB)
The IB program provides a rigorous, high-quality education. It is
designed to meet the highest standards required of any high school
student in the world. Successful completion of the program earns the
student a diploma recognized for university admission throughout the
world and for course credit and advanced placement at more than
500 leading colleges and universities in the United States.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM (AP)
AP classes give students the chance to tackle college-level work
created by the College Board. American colleges and universities
may grant placement and course credit to students who obtain high
scores on the examinations. Student work demonstrates motivation
and allows for flexibility in higher education for improved scheduling,
studying abroad, pursuing a second degree, or early graduation.
COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS (CCP)
Ohio’s College Credit Plus can help students earn college and high
school credits simultaneously by allowing students to take college
courses from community colleges or universities. The purpose is to
promote rigorous academic pursuits and to provide a wide variety of
options to college-ready students. Princeton offers 17 CCP courses
for dual credit on our campus at Princeton High School.
HONORS PROGRAM/STEAM
Honors classes focus on the application of higher-level, critical thinking
skills through writing, research, and communication. While staying
focused on state standards, students are instructed at a faster pace and
address a more in-depth study of each content area. Students in Honors
must also show effective research skills and complete research projects.
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM)
classes are lab-based, with hands-on and challenge-based projects,
focusing on the presentation of results and interpretation of data.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH PARTNERSHIP
This class engages high school students and teachers as coinvestigators in research on the social determinants of health disparities
in our own communities. The research focuses on substance abuse
and addiction. This class uses a community-based participatory
research (CBPR) orientation. CBPR research students work in equal
partnership with academic investigators to conduct the research.
The goal of CBPR is not just scientific results, but also real-world
change. By engaging students and teachers as collaborators in
research important to their communities, it is the intent to train the
next generation of science investigators who can translate and
communicate research into community contexts.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM (IT/UC)
Princeton High School signed a partnership agreement with the
University of Cincinnati College School of Information Technology to
facilitate a cost-effective means to complete high school graduation
requirements while providing students a direct pathway toward college
admission in the Information Technology (IT) field of study. Students
that complete the classes at Princeton with a 2.0 GPA or higher will
be admitted into UC’s IT program with advanced standing. Upon
enrollment at UC, students have the opportunity to start co-op jobs,
earning up to $11,000 per semester.
FUTURE PATHWAYS AND WORK ETHIC CERTIFICATION
Princeton is currently working with local colleges, universities,
businesses, and community partners to seek additional pathways
to graduation. The State of Ohio recently named Princeton a grant
winner for the Innovative Workforce Incentive Program. Students earn
industry-recognized credentials. Future pathways will be announced in
Spring 2022.

TO OUR PRINCETON CITY SCHOOLS COMMUNITY,
Over the last year, our faculty and staff have worked hard to ensure that
no matter the circumstances, each student has access to a high-quality
education. In the Finance Department, we have also worked to stretch
each precious resource to have a maximum impact on learning.
Here are some of the highlights over the last year at Princeton:
•

Every dollar spent is required to align to a specific strategic plan
goal in order to be approved. This is a way we are always making
sure our dollars are being thoughtfully and carefully invested where
it matters most—on student learning;

•

Awards from Ohio Auditor of State, Government Finance Officers
Association, and the Association of School Business Officials for
excellence in financial reporting;

•

The one-time emergency ESSER (Elementary and Secondary
Education Relief) funds as part of the CARES ACT have enabled
us to stretch general fund dollars, helping to extend our local
investment longer, keeping our schools off the ballot;

•

We were able to refinance the 2014 bonds to access the historically
low interest rates and capitalize on our district’s excellent bond
rating. Through this refinancing the district lowered debt,
saving approximately $2.8 million over the remaining 13 years
of bond payments!

As always, more information about the district’s finances, including the
most recent five-year forecast, is available on our website. You can
also reach out to me directly by email at cpoetter@vikingmail.org with
any questions. Thank you for your partnership and support of Princeton
City Schools.
Sincerely,

Chris Poetter
Treasurer

The Five Year Forecast Summary is based
upon historical trends and current factors.
This information is then extrapolated into
estimates for subsequent years. The forecast
variables can change, but the intent is to
provide the district’s financial trend over
time and a roadmap for decisions aimed at
encouraging financial sustainability and stability.

