“I was given opportunities that many kids don’t get … and learned that the world
is so much bigger than my hometown.”
– Tijuana McCrary, Youth Programs graduate, Class of 2016

Cincinnati Museum Center's
Youth Programs change lives
Since 1989, we have helped a diverse group of teens, ages
13-18, gain life experiences that position them for success
in high school, college and the community. The program
improves participants’ cultural awareness, leadership skills,
career planning and college readiness.
Many teens struggle to find a place where they can thrive.
Youth Programs is that place for Cincinnati teens. Each summer
we accept 25-30 new students into Youth Programs, and
each year we serve over 100 students, often from 50-60
different schools throughout the region. Through mentoring
and training, we challenge them to appreciate diversity,
expand their horizons and hone job and leadership skills.
The year-round program teaches teens to work with museum
guests and gives them access to college tours, major city
visits and other museums.

Youth Programs is a tuition-free program. Museum Center
depends on philanthropic support to help cover the $2,000
per student we need each year. These funds unlock a wide
array of educational, career and leadership opportunities,
including the chance to earn a paid CMC position.

High school and
post-secondary success
Youth Programs’ intentional diversity has been a key to
its success. Students learn from mentors and workshops,
but also from each other. Although 38% were considered
at-risk of dropping out of high school when they began,
100% of our graduates earned their high school diploma.
Currently 30% of our youth are from Cincinnati Public Schools.
Even more impressive is our post-secondary success: 99% of
our graduates have enrolled in colleges and universities, and
the remaining 1% chose either a technical school or enlisted
in the military. Many seniors receive some form of scholarship,
including many full-tuition awards.
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Participants choose their own path
Each Youth Programs member serves in one of four tracks:
Labs & Maker Spaces, Community Engagement, Shows &
Interpretations or Gallery Activities. These tracks all interface
with the community and CMC’s three museums: Museum of
Natural History & Science, Cincinnati History Museum and
Duke Energy Children’s Museum.
Students’ self-confidence and self-esteem grow as they
develop interpersonal, public speaking, and community
relations skills. Each individual receives mentoring and training
from subject matter experts while exploring science, history
and child development. They not only become exhibit
interpreters and demonstrators; they create their own
programming. Participants also benefit from internships
at CMC or with partner institutions.
Youth who maintain program requirements for participation
and academic achievement may attend many special events
and excursions each year. We take them on informational and
team-building trips to major cities, other museums, institutions
of higher education, historic sites, national parks and even
camping expeditions.
Our youth also have access to academic resources. We
conduct study tables and offer tutoring. We host a college fair,
ACT/SAT preparation, workshops on resume writing and
assistance with college, financial aid and scholarship
applications.

cincymuseum.org/youth-programs

We welcome youth from any and all surrounding public,
private, parochial and charter schools, plus many home school
programs. The students come from different economic,
educational, ethnic and cultural backgrounds. Each June, at
the annual Youth Awards Banquet, we hear a common refrain
from students: thank you for helping me grow, make new
friends and think in new ways.

