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Message from
Mary Cleveland,

Board of Education,
President
On behalf of the
Board of Education,
we are very excited by
the positive changes
being made in the
district. We are looking
forward to the new
school year! With
Tom Burton, Interim
Superintendent and Dr.
Mari Phillips, Associate
Superintendent, we
are confident in the
leadership and their
drive to inspire districtwide excellence. We
know the staff will stay
focused on our students
and our mission to
empower each student
for college, career, and
life success.
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Best Choices for
Personalized Education
As we prepare for the 2018-2019 school
year, it is fitting to take a moment to
reflect on the 2017-2018 school year’s
achievements and to look ahead to
the future. The accomplishments and
successes of 2017-2018 are due to the
collective efforts of the entire Viking
Nation. I would like to thank the students,
teachers, and staff of the Princeton
City Schools for their dedication, hard
work, and growth mind-set attitudes,
all of which contributed to a successful
school year. Thank you to families,
volunteers, business partners, and the
local communities for working with us to
educate our children. A great community
can make a great school; and a great
school can make a community great.
Princeton’s mission is “empowering
each student for college, career, and
life success.” This mission statement
drives what we do on a daily basis. We
are very proud to announce that the

graduating Class of 2018 was awarded
over 3.7 million dollars in scholarships
to further their education. During the
graduation ceremony, I spoke about the
importance of career and life options.
The vast opportunities at Princeton allow
our students to explore choices and feel
empowered for future success.
Building business and community
partnerships is critical to our mission
and vision. We are partnering with the
University of Cincinnati to offer classes
in Informational Technology, Science,
Engineering and Mathematics that will
begin in August 2018. Princeton is also
working with UC on a collaborative
community health grant. These options
will allow our students to earn credits for
high school graduation and college. These
students may also qualify to enroll directly
into UC’s college programs at a discounted
rate or tuition free.
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Superintendent’s Message

Princeton
a Good
Steward of
Tax Dollars

...Personalized Education

District Ends Year with
Revenues Exceeding
Expenditures According
to Christine Poetter

The district ended the fiscal year
2017-2018 in a better position than
forecasted. There were increases
in revenue from property taxes,
state aid, and Board of Revision
settlements/other tax incentives.
This increase in revenue made
up for the $920K lost in tangible
personal property (TPP) taxes.
Although expenditures increased,
revenues this year, exceeded
expenditures. The district
implemented a five-year capital
outlay plan in the fiscal year 20152016, to ensure the maintenance of
the buildings. The capital outlay
plan also covers textbook adoptions
and technology purchases.

Some financial facts:

• FY18 TPP reimbursement
was $12.2 million
• TPP revenue will
decrease by $920K per
fiscal year
• Salary and benefits
equal 72% of general
fund expenditures
• Princeton receives
less money than the
state funding formula
calculates
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Congratulations to Glendale
Elementary School and Woodlawn
Elementary School for being selected
as finalists in the 2018 Hall of Fame
Schools presented by the Ohio
Association of Elementary School
Administrators (OAESA). Woodlawn
won this prestigious award, which
reflects highly on all of our district’s
elementary schools.
Our staff continues to enhance
our curriculum and instructional
programs that ultimately enrich
student learning for each child. We
strive to grow and improve each day.
We continue working on college and
career readiness, equity, and closing
the achievement gap. Professional
development with notable speaker,
Principal Kafele, and the Woven
Traditions staff strengthens our equity
work, allowing our students to learn
in culturally competent classrooms.
Additionally, Viking University, a day
of professional development presented
by our staff and guest speakers, offered
52 sessions to address the unique needs
and interests of our staff.
As a district, we focused and will
continue to improve communications
to better engage our external
stakeholders. We offered a Digital
Citizenship seminar, a School Safety/
Security Community Chat, and the first
of two State of the School addresses,
for elected community officials on June
21. We invite all parents/guardians,
business partners, and community
members to the next State of the
Schools address on August 30. More
information will be forthcoming.
Three business/community partners’
breakfasts were held this year. We look
forward to growing our relationships
by showcasing our students and
programs at our next breakfast on
August 23. Please join us by calling
513.864.1093 to RSVP.
Across the district, we have

Continued
from page 1

improved efficiency and reduced costs.
The stadium bleacher replacement is
moving ahead without additional taxes
or a levy. We are proud that buildings
and grounds are well maintained and
our staff makes improvements to create
the best environments for our students.
Our buildings and facilities should
make our community proud.
Safety and security at Princeton are
top priorities. We work closely with
local and county law enforcement
agencies. By auditing our procedures
and systems, we continue to decrease
risk, improve security, and prepare for
the event of an emergency.
We are excited about our next
pathway for students, the Princeton
Innovation Center. With flexible
learning that is personalized, the center
will be a perfect fit for students who
are credit deficient or interested in
accelerating their learning potential to
achieve their goals.
We continue to offer the International
Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement,
College Credit Plus, Transitions,
STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics),
classes at Great Oaks, honors and
college prep classes, along with many
elective choices. Students can explore
many opportunities to enhance their
personalized education.
As we work together, we continue to
do what is best for students and make
the #VikingDiff. By being positive,
focused, and creative, anything and
everything is possible. Our choices are
endless.
Enjoy the rest of your summer, and
I hope it is filled with love, laughter,
family, and friends!
With Princeton Pride,

Tom Burton
Interim Superintendent

Woodlawn Elementary Named Hall of Fame School
Woodlawn Elementary School
received the award for being a 2018
Hall of Fame School by the Ohio
Association of Elementary School
Administrators (OAESA). The Hall of
Fame School award recognizes schools
that go above and beyond the call of
duty to get students, teachers, and
community members excited about
education. The school staff submitted
an extensive application documenting
the quality of their educational
program in terms of its instructional
system, student achievement,
student development, personnel,
administration, school management,
and stakeholders.
Hall of Fame Schools are chosen by
two committees of OAESA members,

one that read
and scored the
applications,
and the other
that conducted
on-site
evaluations
of qualifying
schools. Only
seven schools
in the state
received this
prestigious
The staff of Woodlawn Elementary, a 2018 Hall of Fame school.
award this year.
Elementary, committee members
The Woodlawn Elementary staff
wrote, “Throughout the building,
were recognized and awarded the
there is a sense of strong relationships
honor during an Award luncheon for
the Hall of Fame Schools in Columbus, and collaborative culture that is
student-centered.”
Ohio, on June 15. About Woodlawn

Student Photos
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New School Year Brings Growth, Change,
Opportunities and Innovation
Since building and renovating the facilities, Princeton has
experienced an upward trend in student enrollment. Based
on current and projected enrollment trends, it is imperative
to add staff members to meet the needs of our students. To
increase support for our students, the Board of Education
has approved to add additional positions, as well as filled the
18 vacancies due to retirements.
A new program, the Princeton
Innovation Center, is being
Since building
added at 25 West Sharon
Road, in August. The center
and renovating
will offer additional pathways
the facilities,
of personalized and blended
Princeton has
learning, to gain credit towards
graduation. The center will
experienced
assist students who are credit
an upward
deficient or those who would
like to accelerate their learning;
trend in student
intentionally meeting the needs
enrollment...it is
of each student.
Some students will use the
imperative to add
Innovation Center to take AP
staff members to
classes that otherwise would not
fit into their schedule. Students
meet the needs of
who have recently moved
our students.
into the district or who have
struggled in classes may access
the program for credit recovery.

A smaller learning environment with direct teaching,
combined with digital learning, may be the best option for
other students. Students will have the opportunity to be
involved in online education or to take evening classes.
The structure will enhance opportunities for SAT and End
of Course preparation, as well as assist English Learner
students with additional support.
The Innovation Center will have four core academic
teachers for Math, Science, English and Social Studies.
Students have been contacted by their guidance counselors
regarding this opportunity. Please contact Mr. Chuck Soule,
Innovation Center Principal, at csoule@vikingmail.org for
questions or more information.
It is our pleasure to announce administrative
changes in the district:
Dr. Kevin Jamison - Director of Student Services
Ms. Theresa Warren - Director of Special
Education

Mr. Ali Moore - Director of Safety and Security

Mr. Mike Wilson - Interim High School Principal
Dr. David Mackzum - Middle School Principal

Mr. Chuck Soule - Innovation Center Principal

Dr. Ronald E. Fausnaugh, III - Principal of Stewart
Elementary School
Mrs. Tracy Jennings - Principal of Glendale
Elementary School

As we continue to look forward, we will be wrapping up
the last year of our three-year Strategic Plan. With a focus
on empowering our students for college, career, and life
success, we value the leadership and partnerships formed
within the community and thank you for your support.

PHS students participating in the University of Cincinnati’s
Science Education Partnership Award grant visit the UC
campus to study community health-related research. These
in-coming juniors are the next generation of scientists, who
are enhancing the diversity of the scientific workforce and
are contributing to developing research while at Princeton
High School.
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Princeton Community Middle School
Robotics Compete at Technology Summit
The Princeton Community Middle School
(PCMS) Robotics classes displayed 37 projects
at the Ohio Technology Summit in Columbus,
Ohio, on May 18, 2018. The event was hosted
by the Ohio Technology and Engineering
Educators Association and the Columbus Idea
Foundry.
The Ohio Technology Summit featured
robotics, drones, blacksmithing, computer
numerical control cutting, laser engraving,
Arduino electronics, welding, podcasting,
coding, 2D/3D design, and open source
broadcasting.
At the conference, the PCMS students led by
PCMS Robotics instructor, Dennis Simpson,
competed in the high school category due to
a lack of competition at the middle level. The
PCMS Robotics display earned a plaque for
the third best overall display at the conference,
with 11 other PCMS projects receiving at least
honorable mention by the Ohio Technology
and Engineering Educators Association.
The team of Brody Haines and Kevin Grace
took first place in engineering for their sound
effects carpet project. The carpet was tested
in the main hallway of Princeton Community
Middle School, as 1,300 students walked on it,
on their way to classes.

Princeton Community Middle School students Lee
Carson and Mamadou Diouf connect the tubes for
their project that received an honorable mention at the
Ohio Technology Summit in Columbus.

The PCMS
Robotics display
was awarded
a plaque for
the third best
overall display...
with 11 other
PCMS projects
receiving at
least honorable
mention.

Nicholas Brandt placed second in electronics for his construction
of a working electric speaker project. Honorable mention ribbons for
various other projects were awarded to Dylan Coyle, Lee Carson,
Mamadou Diouf, Joel Messer, Diya Patel, Reagan Reed and Leo
Schmahl.
PCMS was invited to display projects at the 2018 Ohio State Fair
in Columbus, which runs from July 25 through August 5, with a
projected attendance of over 900,000 attendees. The display will
be part of the Technology & Engineering Showcase in the Lausche
Youth Center.

PCMS Students Design, Build
and Test Architectural and
Aerospace Models
Middle School students, Kendra Smith and
Reagan Reed, collaborate on a project model.
Students are learning about both architecture
and aerospace engineering through handson projects, professional grade software, and
interactive online simulators. Students explore
the science behind aeronautics and use their
knowledge to design, build, and test an airfoilshaped model that produces an aerodynamic
force.

Summer 2018
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PRINCETON’S ACADEMIC TOP
Erica Bechtel

Parents: Susan & Greg
Bechtel
Intended college, major:
Ohio University, Philosophy
What I like most about
Princeton: The all-around
diversity!
How I want to be
remembered at PHS: “She
was kind of funny, I guess”.

Viktorija Bostogaite

Parent: Erika Gallaher
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Chemical Engineering
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity,
the IB Program, and the
community-like feel that is
created as a result.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As
hardworking and determined, and as a part of the
Top 20 who inspire future seniors to work hard
and take advantage of the classes Princeton offers.

Jessica Culter

Parents: Ann & Paul Culter
Intended college, major:
The Ohio State University,
Health Sciences
What I like most about
Princeton: The IB program
as it allows students to
be worked as they would
in college as well as the
opportunity to gain college credits.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As
someone who was strong willed, determined, and
helpful to anyone who needed it.

Logan Favors

Parents: Pamela Jenkins &
Dino Favors
Intended college, major:
Wright State University,
Biological Sciences
What I like most about
Princeton: I love how diverse
the school is. You can meet
anyone from any nationality.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: I would
like to be remembered as someone who had a good
balance between school and fun.
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Sarah Forman

Parents: Kim & Dale
Forman
Intended college, major:
Miami University-Oxford,
Biochemistry, on a Pre-Med
track
What I like most about
Princeton: The people.
Princeton has people who
come from all backgrounds. This has led to
amazing friendships.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: Someone
who loves her friends and wants to help change
the world.

Leslie Garcia

Parents: Sandra Rodriguez
& Arturo Garcia
Intended college, major:
Xavier University, Political
Science
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity and
the teachers.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS: As an ambitious, hard
working person.

Christina Garvis

Parents: Cheryl & Conrad
Garvis
Intended college, major:
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, Biology
What I like most about
Princeton: The vast blend
of people that I came across.
I’ve met people from all
walks of life, and that has exposed me to so many
new experiences and cultures.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As
someone who was always willing to help others.

Deependra Gautam

Parents: Saraswati &
Subash Gautam
Intended college, major:
Miami University-Oxford,
Biology/Pre-Optometry
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity
and rigorous academic
programs such as the AP and
IB programs. What makes Princeton unique is the
dedicated and passionate teachers.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As
a student who strived for excellence, always
worked hard, and was grateful for all the teachers.

Emma Gillespie

Parents: Amy & Dave
Gillespie
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati
Blue Ash, Biological
Sciences
What I like most about
Princeton: All of the
opportunities.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As
hardworking and someone you could go to when
help was needed.

Katherine Hiles

Parents: Tracy & Michael
Hiles
Intended college, major:
Ashland University,
Toxicology
What I like most about
Princeton: The ample
opportunities for different
sports, music, clubs, and
academics. It allowed me to play two varsity
sports, play in the orchestra, and take challenging
classes.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: My goal
is that I can help inspire children that will one day
understand what hard work can lead to.

Collin James
Houston

Parents: Terri & David
Houston
Intended college, major:
Miami University-Oxford,
Biology
What I like most about
Princeton: The Staff.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As a hard
worker.

Bryce Kessler

Parents: Jodi & Tim Kessler
Intended college, major:
Baldwin Wallace University,
Theatre
What I like most
about Princeton: The
extracurricular activities.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS:
Someone who has advocated for the importance
and impact of the arts in our school.

TWENTY STUDENTS FOR 2018
Frannie Maine

Parents: Janet & Bob Maine
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Engineering
What I like most about
Princeton: Early release
Wednesdays.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS:
By people not realizing that I’m actually Matt
Maine’s younger sister.

Jaecel Mikhaila
cloa Miquiabas

Parents: Jetty Jane & Cecil
Miquiabas
Intended college, major:
St. Francis University,
Bachelor’s Degree.
What I like most about
Princeton: Swimming in the
new pool.

Bailey Ramsey

Parents: Marcia & Dave
Ramsey
Intended college, major:
The Ohio State University,
Atmospheric Science
What I like most about
Princeton: the people from
the staff, teachers, and all the
friends I have made.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As an
outgoing and friendly person who is always
happy.

Molly Riesenberg

Parents: Ann & Gary
Riesenberg
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Communication Sciences
and Disorders
What I like most about
Princeton: Coming from a
Catholic school with limited
clubs and activities, I loved being able to take
part in activities such as Young Life, Piano Lab,
and Drill team.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As
someone who stood up for what was right and
treated people with respect.

Danny Rosa Vega

Parents: Silvia & Albert
Rosa
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Biology, minor in French.
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity of
the student body.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS: Someone chill/laid back
that did not let things ruin his vibe.

Nyem Sanders

Parents: Garnett DecemblySnelling & Kwashaun Lavar
Snelling
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Engineering
What I like most about
Princeton: The exterior
design of the facility.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As the
Variable.

Dana Schriever

Parents: Linda Schriever
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Urban Planning
What I like most about
Princeton: The teachers I’ve
had over the years. I feel
that being apart of the IB
program, I’ve been able to
form connections with teachers that have helped
me enjoy the learning process.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: As a
student unafraid of expression and unafraid to
question what is accepted as truth.

Sahil Shah

Parents: Archana & Jayesh
Shah
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Electrical Engineering
What I like most about
Princeton: The variety of
classes offered, and diverse
staff and student body.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: I want to
be remembered, as a hard worker, someone who
was driven and worked for his position. I want
the kids of the future to remember the work I did
and where it got me.

Brett Simmons

Parents: Patti Burt & Chris
Simmons
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Actuarial Sciences/Business
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS: I
would like to be remembered as somebody people
wanted to have around.

Jordan Smith

Parents: Valerie & Karl
Smith
Intended college, major:
Howard University,
Chemical Engineering
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS: I’d
like to be remembered as a funny guy.

Cassidy Snider

Parents: Kim & Rick Snider
Intended college, major:
University of Cincinnati,
Nursing
What I like most about
Princeton: The amazing
teachers who want you to
do your best in and out of
school.
How I want to be remembered at PHS: Greatest
cymbalist around and the best Men’s Volleyball
Line Judge in Cincinnati.

Emily Thomas

Parents: Grace & Mike
Thomas
Intended college, major:
Xavier University,
Biomedical Sciences
What I like most about
Princeton: The diversity and
rigorous AP and IB courses.
How I want to be
remembered at PHS: As the tennis girl who did
everything she could to reach her goals.
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2017-18 Awards and Accolades
Princeton Elementary
Schools

• Fifth grade students
participated in a
hands-on learning
and leadership
experience at Camp
Joy to enhance
science instruction
and team building,
as they prepared to
transition to middle
school.

• Woodlawn Elementary School
received the award for being a
2018 Hall of Fame School by the
Ohio Association of Elementary
School Administrators. Only eleven
schools in the state win this award
annually. Glendale Elementary
also had a school visit in the final
selection process. It is rare to have
two schools in one district reach
that level, and knowing all our
elementary schools share the same
curriculum and standards, this
accolade boasts well of the entire
district.

• Five Star Step Up to Quality was
achieved and maintained by all
Princeton preschool programs. The
Ohio Department of Education has
awarded the Preschool classrooms
at Evendale, Springdale, Stewart,
and Woodlawn the highest rating
possible - 5 Stars - in the required
Step Up to Quality (SUTQ) rating
system for all preschool programs in
the state of Ohio.
• All 4th grade students participated
in a hands-on learning experience
at Gorman Farm to enhance
the science and social studies
instruction and make connections
with peers from across the district.
This year’s program focused
on Ohio history and the history
of Gorman Farm in our local
community. Students worked
in small groups to experience
how farmers lived before running
water, tractors, electricity, and
refrigerators. This event was
made possible by the Princeton
Education Foundation.
• Select 4th and 5th grade students
attended a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math)
excursion to iSpace.
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• COSI Science
Museum from
Columbus visited
all eight elementary
schools.
• Princeton fourth and fifth-grade
students traveled to Indianapolis,
Indiana to compete in the Regional
Math Pentathlon. The Princeton
team, named the Polygon Penguins,
had 46 Pentathletes participating
at the regional games, with
Students representing all eight
Princeton elementary schools.
The pentathletes each played five
mathematical thinking games with
other students from over 60 different
school districts. Princeton “Polygon
Penguin” Medalists include:
◊ Honorable Mention: Avari
Jenkins, Davionne Bates,
Caleb Thompson, and Cameron
Moyer;
◊ 7 bronze: Miles Reynolds, Ethan
Eley, Lavie Sewall, Jack Baker,
Elijah Mynatt, Gabriel Taylor,
and Collin Schappacher;
◊ 6 silver: Olivia Kenny, Max
Schutte, Jaden Thompson,
Mikey Crawford, Tucker Asari,
and Scott Lawson;
◊ 1 gold: Erick Herrera;

◊ 2 gold Hall of Fame: Joey Little
and Charlie Robenalt.

• Princeton hosted
a Fall Information
Meeting for Parents of Gifted
Children, and a Spring Information
Fair for the Greater Cincinnati area.
• Third grade students from Princeton
City School District participated
in the 24th Annual Third Grade
Health Fair. The fair had active
and educational booths. It was a
collaboration between Sharonville
Recreation, Springdale Health
Department, Springdale Community
Center and Princeton City Schools.
The cost of transportation was
paid for by the Springdale Health
Department.
• Evendale Elementary held their
annual Literacy Night, where
students created posters, computer
presentations or 3D displays
designed around an assigned

book genre for their grade level. All
school year, the Evendale staff and
students were “Throwing Kindness
like Confetti” and found special
ways to share acts of kindness in
the community and with each other.

• Glendale Elementary was
a finalist in the Hall of Fame
School recognition program by
OAESA. The staff offered March
Empowerment sessions to provide
free exposure to Chess, Yoga, Arts
and Crafts, Beginning Spanish,
and Computer Coding. A pilot
program called Just Sisters was
offered to fourth and fifth grade
girls to uncover and strengthen their
leadership and service potential.
• Heritage Hill students enjoyed
a Spring Break Camp with the
Anthony Muñoz Foundation
and the City of Springdale. Star
athletes came to share values
of working hard, living healthy,
enhancing leadership skills, and
overcoming obstacles.

• Lincoln Heights students were
partnered with community members
and volunteers with the Ties that
Bind program for young men and
the Pearls for Girls program for
young ladies. Both programs
focused on the importance of
education, modeling professional
dress, behavior, and also
emphasized the discussing of future
plans.
• Sharonville students performed
many music programs this year,
including a play production of
Seussical, Jr. by the Drama Club.
Mr. Coleman’s students participated
in the national Stock Market Game
coordinated by the University of
Cincinnati Economics Center. A
team consisting of Josh Williams,
Gabe Taylor, Charlie Robenalt,
Cristian Mendoza-Solis, Jordan
Essen, and Collin Schappacher
came in 2nd out of 67 regional
teams and 9th out of 144 teams
statewide. They grew $100,000 to
$114,975 (was as high as $121,000)
from October to April of this year.

• Springdale Elementary School
won a grant to receive a water
fountain/filling station as part of
the “Rethink Your Drink: Water’s
Cool at School” campaign. Mrs.
Lehman’s Mock Newbery Book
Club featured skype chats with
four award-winning authors to talk
about the characters, settings,
plots, and themes of their books.
Mrs. Clements’ second grade
class placed 2nd overall in the
Southwest Ohio “Sumdog” Math
Contest in January. Seven students
were recognized out of the top ten
students overall:
Kristine Jones,
Aleah Chapman,
Heather Wright,
Julia Messer,
Alexander Howell,
Joshua Davis, and
Wubet Belachew.
• Stewart
Elementary had
record attendance
for their annual
STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Mathematics) Night. Each
grade level attended a theater
production at the Aronoff Center or
at Cincinnati Music Hall. A grant
to Save the Garden revitalized the
vegetable gardens at the school.

• Hall of Fame School, Woodlawn
Elementary, held its first Impact
Night at the Woodlawn Recreation
Center. They also held the Most
Wanted Rock Concert, an antidrug/alcohol message, for students
in the form of a rock concert. Three
Woodlawn students, Ja’Mauri
Chandler, Michael Crawford, and
Jaydon Thompson, were accepted
into the 2018 Academic Summer
Session hosted by Breakthrough
Cincinnati. Paris Williams was
honored at the Ohio Alliance of
Black School Educators (OABSE) at
the Student Recognition Banquet in
Columbus, Ohio.

Princeton Community
Middle School

• All students at PCMS had the
opportunity to participate in a
STEM lab in their Science and
Math classes in late April/early
May. Middle School students
created a windmill lab in Science
and a gears lab in Math. These
labs are part of a partnership with
the University of Cincinnati. All
materials for the lab were provided
by UC, a donation valued at
$38,000.

• Ten 7th grade Vikings attended
the OMLA Leadership Summit at
Camp Kern. These Vikings were
selected because they display
leadership skills on a daily basis.
Through a variety of group activities,
our Vikings shared their thoughts,
experiences, and problem-solving
strategies with their counterparts
from other schools.

• STEM Bike Club was started,
where 20 students had the
opportunity to build a bike and
learn all about the engineering and
mechanics. They were taught bike
safety and given the bikes to keep.

• Two PCMS students, Isa Hill and
Brian Alvarez were named MVPs
at the Impact for Eternity Camp
hosted by the Anthony Muñoz
Foundation.

• Guest Speaker, Jimmie Bell,
Sports World Motivational Youth
Speaker and Former Pro Athlete for
the New York Giants, came to visit

Continued on page 10
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2017-18 Awards and Accolades
Continued from page 9
PCMS about Encouraging Positive
Choices.

• Students selected for the 2018
District 14 Honor PCMS Jazz
Band included: Tommy Burton,
Brandon Rengering, Leah
Bracknell, Ian Stanger, Andrew
Edrington, Brett Doss, Mary
Kimble, Jack McDaniel, Jacob
Kinney, Carter Logsdon, Aidan
Kenny, and Kindall Benjamin.

• Abner Morales-Mejia, a rising
8th grader, was nominated as the
outstanding student in the State
Support Team (SST), 13 region,
serving Hamilton County.

Princeton High School

• Over 3.7 million dollars in
scholarships awarded to the Class
of 2018
• 6 International Baccalaureate
Diploma Candidates

• 29 Honors Diploma Candidates

• 38 National Honor Society
students

• 102 College Credit Plus (CCP)
participants in Class of 2018
• 27 students in the Class of 2018
were 4-Year STEM Graduates

• 86 Distinguished Science
Graduates

• All junior students took the SAT
exam for free during the school day
to eliminate obstacles of taking the
test.
• University of Cincinnati
Information Technology
Partnership will allow students to
complete high school graduation
requirements and provide students
with a direct pathway towards
college admission in the area of
Information Technology (IT).
• 25 students are participating in the
National Health Institute Grant
Partnership.
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• The district
is partnering
with Higher
Education
Mentoring
Initiative
(HEMI). This
organization
provides
Hamilton
County foster
youth with a
long-term academic mentoring
relationship that begins in high
school and is focused on preparing
students for self-sufficiency as they
emancipate out of the foster care
system.

• Performance Poetry performed
several venues this year. With 24
spoken native languages in our
district, music and verbal word
poetry are ways to unite students
and cross language boundaries.
Students study poetic content and
perform in Spoken Word Poetry and
reach out to audiences in rap, song,
and chant.

• Princeton Poetry secured a grant
with ELEMENTZ, a spoken word
studio program and Gorman
Farm for a STEAM project. The
culmination was a spoken word
performance from the poets on food
and agriculture.
• Megan Kowal and Immanuel
Floyd gave award-winning
speeches at the Northwest
Cincinnati Rotary Club Speech
Contest.

• Janee Dunigan represented
Princeton in the National Speech
and Debate Association.
• Cameron Uhlinger was named
Second Team All-GMC for the
Academic Quiz Team.

• Garrette Mariah Lewis Thomas
participated in four years of CCP
classes.

• Breanna Garcia was inducted into
the Vocational National Technical
Honor Society.
• Eight graduates of the Class of
2018 were part of the International
Thespian Society.

• Tri-M Music Society: 27 students
were inducted into the Tri-M
Chapter 6264 in 2018. These
students were selected because
they excel in performing, leading the
school, and serving the community.
The Tri-M is the only national honor
society for student musicians in the
country.
• Andy Short received a US
Lacrosse Grant for the purpose of
starting a Lacrosse program.
• Thirteen PHS students were
inducted into the American Sign
Language Honor Society.

• DECA is an international
association of high school and
college students interested in
marketing, management, business,
finance, hospitality and sales.
PHS students attended the district
competition at UC Clermont with
great accomplishments for our first
year in the DECA program. Janiyah
Wright Willingham placed fourth
in the Apparel and Accessories
Marketing competition. Savannah
Nottke placed fifth in Sports
and Entertainment Marketing.
Tyra Howard placed fourth in
the Food Marketing competition.

Teammates, Tahj Marshall-Tabert
and Ayreanna Huckleby, placed
fourth in Hospitality Marketing. All
five students qualified to attend the
state competition.

• The NJROTC Color Guard
presented at the Princeton Night at
the Cincinnati Reds game.

• PHS students selected as members
of the 2018 OMEA District 14
Honor Jazz Band: Josh Kinney,
Chandler Holcomb, Ryan Bisel,
Simon Jansen, Jacob Deubell,
Taylor Hoog, and Julia Kufeldt.
To be part of the OMEA Honor Jazz
band, students must audition and
be selected by a committee.

• PHS Art Club Memory Project
made art that changed the world
when they created portraits of
children from an orphanage in
Haiti. The project was captured
in a documentary (https://
memoryproject.org/).
• 18 works of art, created by
PHS students, won awards in
the Art Academy of Cincinnati
2018 Regional Scholastic Art
Competition.

• Art Students, Diamond Nelson and
Kayla Palmer had work selected
and displayed at the Great Parks
of Hamilton County Arts in Roots
exhibition.
• McKenna Culter, McKenna
Matson, Kayla Palmer, Maria
Ramsey, and Andi Sullivan were
accepted to participate in the Arts
in Roots Artist Workshops.

• Princeton held its first ever Prom
Walk in Viking Village.

Staff Recognitions:

• Sherry Thompson (Woodlawn) was
honored by the Ohio Association
of Black School Educators
(OABSE) Principal’s Award.

• Tracy Jennings (Woodlawn),
Teacher of the Year for the District,
was recognized as a Teacher of
Excellence in Ohio.

• Brian Mullholand (PHS) was
selected as the winner of the 2018
Excellence in Education Award by
the University of Cincinnati.
• Celine Quinn (PCMS) was
nominated for the Jane Ortner
Education Award.

• Amy Price (PHS) was named
the recipient of the 2018 Ohio
Educational Library Media
Association (OELMA) Intellectual
Freedom Award.

• Matt Weber (PCMS) was named
the Ohio Southwest District
Middle School Athletic Director of
Year.
• Rebecca McCowan (PHS) was
recognized as the Warm 98.5
Teacher of the Week.

• Kristen Brown (PCMS/PHS)
featured in Cincinnati Parent
Magazine by being honored as a
leading teacher and role model,
written by student Megan Hasson.

• Jenny Panzeca (PCMS)received
the Franklin B Walter Outstanding
Educator
Award for
SST region
13.

• Connie
Donnelly
(Glendale) and
Bev Warner
(Springdale)
were
recognized as

Top Administrative Professionals
in the Tri-State by Mix 94.9.
• Princeton City School District
has been awarded with the
Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting by the
Association of School Business
Officials International (ASBO) for its
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year
ending 2017.
• Alan Bates (PHS) was inducted
into the Ohio Speech and Debate
Association (OSDA) Coaches
Hall-of-Fame at the State
Speech and Debate Association
Competition.
• Mrs. Kristen Brown (PCMS/PHS)
and Ms. Lesley Schultz (PCMS/
PHS) presented at the 2018 Ohio
Music Education Association
Professional Development
Conference.
• Greater Miami Conference
Coaches of the Year: Gary
Tameris (Water Polo), Steven
Wright (Boys Basketball), Ty
Robbins (Wrestling), and Darrin
Braddix (Girls Track and Field).
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Social Media

Like Us on
Facebook and
Follow Us on
Twitter
Student Photos

Be sure to “Like” our Princeton
City School District on Facebook
for district-wide news, closings
and updates:
Princeton City School District
Princeton City Schools Elementary
Princeton City Schools 6-12 Orchestra
Princeton City Schools 6-12 Band
Princeton City Schools 6-12 Choir
Don’t miss us on Twitter!
@PCSDViking: District News
@Viking_Media: Media Centers News
@VikeNation: Athletic News
@VikingDiff
Sign up for the weekly e-News to
stay updated - you can customize
to read what interests you!

www.princetonschools.net

12

Viking Report

